
 
 

 
 

ABOUT MADFIDDLE 
 

MadFiddle is a youth violin ensemble that explores a variety of fiddle styles and 
performs concerts with a backing band.  With an emphasis on aural tradition and 
intergenerational performance, MadFiddle fosters a culture where young musicians 
grow through shared music-making, not competition. 
  

Weekly rehearsals are supplemented with MadFiddle Online, a learning platform that 
provides support at home.  All students with with CORE VALUES, a social-emotional 
learning curriculum designed specifically for the young musicians in MadFiddle. 
 

In 2020, MadFiddle was named Youth Ensemble of the Year by the Madison Area Music 
Association. In 2016, Shauncey Ali received Teacher of the Year by the same 
organization. 
  

PERFORMANCES 
                 Each season is highlighted by performances with our music community and backing 

band, Highway 151.  Together, we’ve performed at venues including the Stoughton 
Opera House, Overture Center, Starlight Theater, Barrymore Theater, Sugar Maple 
Music Festival, High Noon Saloon, First Unitarian and Music Hall.  
 
 

THE MADFIDDLE APPROACH 
Students receive weekly group instruction plus exclusive access to MadFiddle Online, 
a virtual platform for learning at home.  Weekly updates keep our students moving 
forward together by providing updates and assignments by class. 
 

• Audio Tutorials are a primary mode for learning the assigned material.  
Students receive access to interactive audio recordings that reinforce live group 
instruction and allow players to learn at their own pace. 

• Sheet Music is provided as a supplemental resource for earlier experience 
levels.  

 
 



 
• Video Tutorials & Practice Tracks are provided when available  
• Updates & Assignments are found in the ‘weekly update’ email that streamlines 

practice focus points for each group. 
 

GROUP PLACEMENT 
Effective group placement sets our program up for long-term success.  We recognize 
that everyone is on their own musical path, independent of their age.   Group 
placement is based on the needs of each class and the developmental needs of the 
student.  
                                

Level 1: Class Waltz (Thursdays 5:00-6:00 pm) ^  
Level 2: Class Reel (Thursdays 5:00-6:00 pm) * 
Level 3: Class Stomp (Thursdays 6:15-7:15 pm) *  
Level 4: Class Breakdown (Fridays 5:00-6:00 pm) * 
Level 5: Class Shred (Fridays 6:15-7:30 pm) * 
Level 6: Class Slay (Monday 7:15-8:30 pm) * 
 

^led by Charlene Adzima 
*led by Shauncey Ali 
 

PRIVATE INSTRUCTION 
Students must have a private instructor to participate.  For assistance finding a private 
teacher in the area, visit www.istmadison.org 
 

TUITION 
Tuition is handled by the semester.  $37/week includes live instruction, MadFiddle Online 
(home learning platform), Core Values Curriculum (social-emotional learning) and 
performer admission to all performances. 
 

AUDITION & REGISTRATION 
For more information, see the Auditions document. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Scholarship opportunities are available through the MadFiddle Resilience Scholarship. 

To inquire, contact us directly. 
 

Sincerely, 
Shauncey Ali, Director 

www.madfiddlelessons.com  |  shaunceyali@gmail.com  |  414.801.4129 


